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Disclaimer:

The designations employed and the presentation of material in this publication pages do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the secretariat 

of the United Nations concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or boundaries 

regarding its economic system or degree of development. Excerpts may be reproduced without authorization, on condition that the source is indicated. Views expressed in 

this publication do not necessarily reflect those of the United Nations Human Settlements Programme, UN-Habitat, the United Nations and its member states. 

Urban Thinkers Campus Partner Organizations
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Urban Thinkers Campus in figures

13 164

6

33
COUNTRIES
REPRESENTED PARTICIPANTS ORGANIZATIONS

CONSTITUENT
GROUPS
REPRESENTED

Proposed groups are: Citizens and New Citizens (aimed to gather all city users: indigenous people, migrants, refugees, expats) and Artists and Art related.
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Introduction to UTC

The centrality of art in building the “City We Need” has only appeared at 

the very end of the Urban Thinkers Campuses cycle, having verified that 

in the “City We Need 1.0” document, as in other documents elaborated in 

the preparatory process for the Habitat III Conference, the word ‘art’ had 

still little if no room.

According to the general scope of the World Urban Campaign, the goal 

of the Urban Thinkers Campus “The City We Need: Open for Art” was to 

examine and to promote art as a dimension and a fundamental element 

of the quality of city life, to define the role of art in urban contexts and in 

contemporary society and to incorporate it in the New Urban Agenda.

Around this topic the Department of Architecture of the University of 

Sassari, based in Alghero, mobilized a vast network of partners (33 in 

total) – first of all the Public Art in Public Space (PaPs), an international, 

interdisciplinary, scientific, research and educational program hosted at 

the Faculty of Architecture, the University of Belgrade, Serbia.

The City We Need principle(s) 
addressed
In addition to indicate the linkages between the statements formulated 

during the discussion at our UTC and the existing principles of “The City We 

Need”, there was discussion that art should be the topic of a new principle 

– a tenth to add to the nine existing of “The City We Need” document. 

©University of Sassari
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The City We Need is Open for Art
Cities neither perform functions or deliver services, nor are they simply 

depositories of cultural heritage. The City We Need is the place where 

the art as essence of cultural expression is constantly produced and re-

produced.

“Cities Open for Art” must be co-produced by artists, must include spaces 

designed by communities through artistic processes. While the urban 

dimension is where the dialogue among different people can take place, 

citizens and new citizens are the real City Changers. ‘Enjoying togetherness’ 

is a powerful driver for change and an art form in itself.

The City We Need offers all citizens a creative way to design, explore, 

experiment and experience alternative futures. Art, in its freest form, 

expresses creative voices, ways of seeing, imagining and producing 

space; empowers and encourages awareness, learning, achievement, 

belonging and pride; generates values and inspires people’s  critical 

view on established norms, procedures and practices; art contributes to 

psychological wellbeing and health; enables people to claim ownership of 

urban spaces and generate higher values that can be employed in improving 

the quality of life and stimulate creative work and a diversified and creative 

economy; public art embodies the principle of free, equitable and unlimited 

access to the best that a city can offer to its citizens.

Matrix of linkages - TCWN 1.0 vs. new recommendations
“The City We Need” Principles “Open for Art” Principles

The city we need is socially inclusive. It provides spaces 
for all segments and age groups of the population to 
partake in social and cultural expressions. It eliminates all 
physical and spatial forms of segregation and exclusion. 

The City we Need: Open for Art hosts creative dialogue as it’s tool to face conflicts; art is 
promoted as a form of resistance to injustice and citizens and new citizens are the real City 
Changers; art is a tool for changing values, ways of seeing, imagining and producing space.

The “Cities Open For Art” can offer all citizens a creative way to design, explore, experiment 
and experience alternative futures; 

Use art as a tool to foster engagement and equal partnership based on mutual respect, 
tolerance, and the appreciation of diversity. 

Use art as an instrument to inspire a critical look at the city.

The city we need is well planned, walkable, and transit-
friendly.

Schools are within walking or biking distance from homes. 
Offices are located no farther than a few transit stops 
away from homes. Shopping for daily necessities is within 
walking distance of residential buildings and located near 
transit stops. Open space for recreation is near schools, 
work, and home.

Designing and maintaining agreeable public spaces and attractive non-motorized ways 
can be attained also through good public art. A space of recreation is mainly a space for 
recreation of the mind. Pleasure which art offers is an important part of the activity of 
walking that we should take always into consideration.
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“The City We Need” Principles “Open for Art” Principles

The city we need is a regenerative city. It is designed 
to be resilient by being energy efficient, low-carbon, 
and increasingly reliant on renewable energy sources. 
It replenishes the resources it consumes and recycles 
and reuses waste. It uses water, land, and energy in a 
coordinated manner and in harmony with its surrounding 
hinterland in support of urban and peri-urban agriculture

Art encourages respect for nature and harmony between the built and the natural 
environment.

Nature has been cited often as an inspiration for artists and as an element in dialectical 
relationship with art.

Landscape and landscape architecture are considered with an artistic approach, not only in 
relation to land art but in relation to perspective and individual and shared perception. 

The city we need is economically vibrant and inclusive. It 
encourages and fosters local economic development from 
the smallest entrepreneur to the largest corporations. It 
provides a one-stop shop for streamlined licensing and 
other administrative services. It recognizes and protects 
the specific needs of the informal sector of the economy 
in its economic development policies and strategies

The “Cities Open for Art” are an inspiration for a life of awareness, learning, achievement 
and belonging; empowering creative communities; generate higher values that can be 
employed in improving the quality of life and stimulate creative work.

Art fosters creativity and innovation. Cites and governments should invest in art to generate 
a positive cycle. Investing in art, especially in public art, can also create added value and 
generate public revenue resources.

The City We Need requires an ethical economy that thrives on a symbiosis of diverse 
businesses and industries which operate within the artistic way of thinking and making 
things responsively. Art, culture and creativity have to become one of the main among the 
existing pillars of sustainable development.

The city we need has a singular identity and sense of 
place. It recognizes culture as key to human dignity and 
to sustainability. It involves cultural actors to unlock the 
creative potential of all citizens. It strengthens the bonds 
between city and its surrounding hinterland.

The expression “singular identity” has been contested by almost all constituent 
groups.

The city we need has a wide range of plural of identities. The Urban dimension of a City 
Open for Art is where the dialogue among different people can take place. In a City Open 
for art “people” not only mean the plural of “person”, but “populations”, with different 
economic, social and cultural capabilities: women, children, youth, elderly people, religions, 
and people with different capabilities. 

Art can be an inspiration for a life of awareness, learning, achievement, belonging and 
proud; empowering creative communities; generate higher values that can be employed in 
improving the quality of life and stimulate creative work. 

The City We Need has to recognize the importance and role of culture and art (in, for, and of 
the city) in creating uniquely distinguishable and aesthetically pleasing places.

The City we Need has to recognize that all cultures have right to have a place in the city (see 
“new citizens”).
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“The City We Need” Principles “Open for Art” Principles

The city we need is a safe city. The city is welcoming 
night and day, inviting all people to use the streets, parks, 
and transit without fear. Public officials - the police, 
the fire department, and health, welfare, transit, and 
environmental services - and neighborhood residents and 
community groups communicate frequently and speak 
with one voice.

Use public art as a way to enable people to claim ownership of urban spaces and therefore 
increase perceived and objective safety.

The city we need is a healthy city. The city’s parks and 
gardens are havens of peace and tranquility and harbor 
local flora and fauna and biodiversity. All public and 
private entities providing public services (water, waste, 
energy, transport) work together with the city’s residents 
and have public and environmental health as a common 
performance indicator.

Art and good urban design restores human well-being and improves people’s health.

The city we need is affordable and equitable. Land, 
infrastructure, housing, and basic services are planned 
with low income groups in mind. Public services are 
planned together with the communities they serve and 
consciously include the needs of women, youth, and 
vulnerable populations. 

Public art embodies the principle of free, equitable and unlimited access to the best things 
that cities can offer. 

The city we need is managed at the metropolitan level. 
It coordinates sectoral policies and actions (economy, 
mobility, biodiversity, energy, water, and waste) within 
a comprehensive and coherent local framework. 
Communities and neighborhoods are active participants in 
metropolitan decision making.

Public art can foster citizens’ awareness and understanding of the city systems and 
infrastructure.
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Key outcomes of the UTC

A CITy OPEN fOR ART IS A CITy OPEN TO All.

We want to affirm the importance of the “Cities Open For Art” concept, 

since art can offer all citizens a creative way to design, explore, experiment 

and experience alternative futures; be an inspiration for a life of awareness, 

learning, achievement and belonging; empowering creative communities; 

generate higher values that can be employed in improving the quality of 

life and stimulate creative work; enable people to claim ownership of urban 

spaces and therefore increase perceived and objective safety; contribute to 

psychological wellbeing and health; embody in its public form the principle 

of free, equitable and unlimited access to the best that city can offer; 

stimulate a diversified and creative economy; lift the spirit and proud of 

citizens to the upper level.

Art, in its freest form, can inspire in people a critical view of established 

values, norms, procedures and practices. 

“Cities Open for Art” means that cities do not only perform functions or 

deliver services. Nor they are simply depositories of cultural heritage. 

Cities, as well as all other settlements, are places where the form of cultural 

expression we call art is constantly produced and re-produced. Cities that 

encourage this are “cities open for art”.

We hope and wish for these principles to be fully used in forging the New 

Urban Agenda to be adopted in Quito in October 2016. 

©University of Sassari
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Key recommendations
 

The City We Need must be co-produced by artists to challenge the 

status quo: allowing each person to express their creative voice; building 

communities, based on tolerance, empathy, recognition of differences as 

richness, and collective decision making; creating a consciousness about of 

the structures and systems of the city, to collectively envision new ethics 

and futures. 

The City We Need must include spaces designed by communities 

through artistic processes. The city we need is one where communities 

can imagine, design and give immediately form to the future they aspire to 

without set rules, and through gradually adaptive actions. Cities Open for 

Art must also: recognize that communities lead artistic processes are not 

subsidiarity but complementary to institutional action; recognize a “right to 

the centre” intended both a right to the core of the city and to populate core 

decision making processes.

The City We Need requires an ethical economy that thrives on a 

symbiosis of diverse businesses and industries which operate within the 

artistic way of thinking and making things responsively. Art, culture and 

creativity have to become one of the main among the existing pillars of 

sustainable development.

The Urban dimension of a city Open for Art is where the dialogue 

among different people can take place. In a City Open for art “people” 

not only mean the plural of “person”, but “populations”, with different 

economic, social and cultural capabilities: women, children, youth, elderly 

people, religions, and creative dialogue is the tool to face conflicts; art is 

promoted as a form of resistance to injustice and citizens and new citizens 

are the real City Changers; art is a tool for changing values, ways of seeing, 

imagining and producing space.

In a City Open for Art “Enjoying togetherness” is the most powerful 

driver for change and an art in itself, perhaps the most precious of the 

art forms that can be performed.

Decision-makers should acknowledge that art-related participatory 

processes are a powerful key for community building, for promoting and 

sharing ownership, and for shaping a common vision of the future. 

©University of Sassari
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Key actors
 

The Campus results pointed out the necessity of involving artists and art 

related communities and operators in the effort of building better cities for 

tomorrow.

Local and sub-national authorities will also play a fundamental role, not 

only in financing and promoting art but also in promoting art education and 

citizens’ integration and participation in Pubic art processes. 

Other key actors identified during the Campus process are the “New 

Citizens”. This original concept, that necessitates further research, appears 

very promising to designate people on the way of building their own 

personal citizenship, reclaiming their “right to the city”. That definition could 

merge many disadvantaged categories and seems to fit well to children and 

immigrants altogether, as well as visitors, tourists, temporal citizens and all 

types of ‘city users’ who take a part in everyday life of a city, but are still not 

recognized as citizens.

New Citizens can be the real city changers because they are not the bearers 

of a predefined and one-dimensional urban identity.

Outstanding issues
 

The possibility of gathering in an open space for discussion generated the 

request from some constituent groups (especially Local and Sub-National 

Authorities, Women, Children and New Citizens) to continue the debate and 

to build a permanent network of urban thinkers. 

Some of the issues that emerged from the main discussions but stayed 

somewhat aside, calling for further research and action are: public art 

financing; open and free access to art; preservation of the provocative 

dimension of art and, correspondingly, freedom of expression - that last 

topic was specially explored in relation of the particular case of an artist 

living in Gaza that could not attend the Campus. 

©University of Sassari

©University of Sassari
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Urban solutions
 

Philadelphia Mural Arts Program: As their mission states, they 

“create art with others to transform places, individuals, communities and 

institutions”. Why? Because “Art heals, art unites, and art changes minds in 

convincing fashion. Art drives the agenda. Great art is never silent, can’t be 

ignored and serves poorly the status quo”. Philadelphia Mural Arts Program 

has transformed the city in an open art museum, always open for everyone. 

http://muralarts.org/

Tactical Urbanism: small term action for long term change. “Tactical” 

interventions are a “strategical” tool in full sense. Many experiences 

around the world show that public places can particularly benefit from this 

kind of approach, it’s cheap and chic! www.street-plans.com 

www.tacticalurbanismguide.com/

TaMalaCà: the exhibition titled “[The art of] Reconquering Public Space 

by Playing” and the work of the TaMaLaCà group, presented during the 

Campus, illustrating the history of this all-female urban design firm, gives 

many good examples on how a creative process can be integrated into 

a professionally crafted urban participatory process. http://tamalaca.

blogspot.it/

PUblIC ART & PUblIC SPACE - PAPS: 

International, interdisciplinary, scientific, research and educational program 

of artistic design of public spaces, hosted at Faculty of Architecture, the 

University of Belgrade, Serbia. It is based on premise that urban design 

education and use of public art as a tool for doing spatial interventions 

and events can contribute to place making that brings positive changes to 

places and people. www.publicart-publicspace.org

“Nouveaux Commanditaires” Nouveaux Commanditaires programme 

(New Patrons) promoted by Fondation de France, aims to creating 

artworks commissioned by citizens for the places in which they live and 

work. Citizens are enabled to make decisions concerning their own living 

environment in the collective interest through the means of art, by playing 

a direct role in it. Origin: www.nouveauxcommanditaires.eu

“Graffolution” An EU-funded project that seeks to mitigate problems 

associated with graffiti vandalism in public areas and transport contexts 

by focusing on smart awareness and positive prevention solutions for all 

affected stakeholder groups, including those who have utilised street art 

as part of city regeneration and placemaking strategies. http://project.

graffolution.eu/

©University of Sassari
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Speakers



United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
P.O. Box 30030 Nairobi 00100, Kenya

World Urban Campaign Secretariat
www.worldurbancampaign.org
Email: wuc@unhabitat.org 
Tel.: +254 20 762 1234 www.unhabitat.org

www.openforart.eu/


